	DESCRIPTION  OF TASK / ACTIVITY
	Generic Risk Assessment for all Adventure Activities

This is a generic Risk Assessment for Local Authorities to issue to leaders and other staff involved in Adventure Activities. 

It sets out general hazards and control measures for Adventure Activities. 

It is the responsibility of the Head of Establishment / Visit Leader to prepare a Risk Assessment that recognises these general hazards and provides adequate details of the hazards and control measures of their specific undertaking.

	LOCATION
	


	Item
	What are the hazards?
	What are you already doing, i.e. what Control Measures are already in place?
	Further Actions Required
	Implementation Plan for Further Actions 

	1
	Incompetent staff 
	· Leaders must be appropriately trained for the level of the activity being undertaken.

· Leaders must show evidence of competence to lead the activity. This may entail holding the appropriate qualifications where they exist (such as NGB awards).

· Leaders must hold an appropriate First Aid qualification for the level of activity.

· Leaders must show evidence that thorough planning has taken place.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Inappropriate activity plan
	· A robust activity plan has to be in place and have been assessed by a technical expert.

· Activity to be relevant to the age, ability and previous experience of group.

· Participants and parents need to be informed of the nature of the activity and have given consent.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Inadequate or faulty equipment
	· Appropriate equipment must be provided which is suitable for the level of activity.

· There must be an effective system of regularly checking and monitoring the condition of equipment (monthly / yearly checks). 

· Staff must be trained in the use of the equipment. 

· Staff should check the condition of equipment as it is issued (daily check).
	
	
	
	

	4
	Inappropriate or inadequate personal and protective equipment (PPE)
	· All group members must use personal and protective equipment suitable for the level of activity. 

· Personal and protective equipment must be monitored and checked for condition on a regular basis.


	
	
	
	

	5
	Environment


	· Leader must be trained to operate in the relevant environment. 

· The Leader must ensure there has been a thorough assessment of the terrain and conditions before embarking on an activity and ensure they are matched to the ability of the group.
	
	
	
	

	6
	Inadequate supervision 
	· The supervision ratios must be sufficient to safeguard the participants during the activity and have been agreed in advance with a technical expert.

· The type and style of supervision should suit the activity and the nature of the group.
	
	
	
	

	7
	Activity too demanding for participants
	· Leaders must be aware of the participants’ mental and physical ability when planning the activity.

· The group should be adequately briefed and trained for the level of the activity.
· Leaders should monitor participants during the activity to ensure their safety and well-being.

· Leaders should have a Plan B in case participants are unable to continue.
	
	
	
	

	8
	Extremes of weather 

(heat, cold, sun, wind)                                                                       


	· The activity must take account of weather conditions and be modified where necessary.

· Leaders must obtain a weather forecast.

· A dynamic risk assessment of weather conditions must be carried out before the activity commences.

· All group members must use personal and protective clothing appropriate for the weather and time of year.
· Emergency equipment may need to be available (such as shelter, spare clothing, spare food and drink etc.) appropriate for the level of the activity and time of year.
	
	
	
	

	9
	Remote location – delayed access to assistance
	· Thorough planning and preparation to reflect the added risks of working in a remote environment. Plans checked by a technical expert. 

· Participants must be mentally and physically prepared for working in a remote environment.

· Emergency action plans must reflect the nature of working in a remote environment.

· Parents must be fully informed about the nature of the activity.
	
	
	
	

	10
	Delayed access to emergency services
	· Adequate plan checked by technical expert.

· Plan B or escape routes identified.

· Possible rescue methods identified.

· An emergency communication system is in place.

· Appropriate First Aid / emergency equipment will be carried or be available.

· Leaders will hold an appropriate First Aid qualification for the level of activity.
	
	
	
	

	11
	Other hazards specific to the activity that are not recorded under venue
	· Leaders should identify any other hazards that are specific to the activity or location and record the methods for controlling them.
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